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Mr. Napoli’s Class Syllabus  

World History Class  

Wilby High School  

(203) 574-8100 

Rm 333 
 

Course Description 

 

The purpose of the World History course is to develop a greater understanding of the 

evolution of global processes and conducts, in interaction with different types of human 

societies. This understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual 

knowledge and appropriate analytical skills. The course highlights important changes 

events in politics, economics, belief systems, and social/gender structures. Students will 

also be given the opportunity to examine the development of other important historical 

themes (science and technology, exchange and encounter, cultural and intellectual 

development, modernization, and conflict resolution).  

 

The course emphasizes relevant factual knowledge deployed in conjunction with leading 

interpretive issues and types of evidence. Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms, the 

organizing principal for dealing with change and continuity from that point to the present. 

Specific themes provide further organization to the course, along with consistent attention 

to contacts among societies that form the core of world history as a field of study.  

 

  

Wilby High School’s Core Values and Beliefs  
 

The students, faculty, staff, and administration of Wilby High School will work 

cooperatively with families, members of the community, and the Board of Education to 

create a safe, welcoming, and academic environment which embraces, challenges, and 

nurtures the diverse talents, interests, and learning styles of all its students.  All students 

will leave Wilby High School with the self-respect, respect for others, knowledge, and 

21st century skills necessary to become independent, intellectually curious, and self-

fulfilled members of society. 

 

Wilby High School’s 21st Century Expectations for Student Learning 

 

 

Academic Expectations 

Effective Reader 

Effective Writer 

Effective Problem Solver 

Self Directed Learner 

 

Civic Expectation 

Community Contributor 
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Social Expectations 

Respectful Person 

Collaborative and Cooperative Worker 

 

 

Required Text (one of the following three)  

1. World History Patterns of Interaction. McDougal Littell, Boston, MA 2003.   

2. World History The Human Journey. Holt 2000 

3. World History Globe Fearon 2002  

 

Important: If you lose or misplace your original textbook, the guidance department will 

charge you $80 for the book.  

 

Materials Required 

Each day, please bring the following materials to class: 

 Book Covers  

 Two black or blue pens  

 Two pencils (sharpened)  

 Highlighters (at least two different colors) 

 Writer’s notebook (can be kept in binder) 

  Text book (covered) 

 One 3 (2”-3”) ring binder (at least one inch with a minimum of four dividers) –

work and handouts should be properly arranged as follows:  

Class Notes 

Instructional and Primary Source handouts  

C.A.P.T Handouts  

Homework 

Corrected work 

 

 

Students will acquire the skills to: 

 Demonstrate comprehension in the reading of charts, graphs, various text 

language and maps 

 Write an expository composition and produce an analytical essay based on 

historical content 

 Write and defend a persuasive essay using historical evidence  (CAPT) 

 Critically discriminate between primary and secondary source documentation  

 Identify cause and effect relationships in global contexts  

 Illustrate supply and demand and their economic implications  

 Differentiate between fact and fiction and draw inferences  

 Use electronic technology to retrieve information from a variety of sources 

 Identify, locate and effectively synthesize main source material  

 Evaluate and support beliefs logically and persuasively  
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From a thematic approach the following topics will be discussed throughout the course: 

 The Beginnings of Civilizations (4 Million B.C.- 200 B.C.) 

 New Directions in Government and Society (2000 B.C-700 A.D) 

 An Age of Exchange and Encounter (500-1500)  

 Connecting Hemispheres (900-1800)  

 Absolutism to Revolution (1500-1900) 

 Industrial and the Race for Empire (1700-1914) 

 The World at War (1900-1945) 

 Perspectives on the Present (1945-Present)  

 

 

Primary Classroom Rules:  

 

1. Enter the room quietly, on time, and be seated. 

 

2. Enter the room in dress code. 

 

3. Never talk to anyone when your teacher is talking. 

 

4. Come prepared to work, (pen, pencils, binder, textbook, notebooks). 

 

5. Respect each other, yourself and the classroom. 

 

6. Raise your hand to be called on before answering. 

 

7. NO FOOD, DRINKS, OR GUM. 

 

8. No Passes 

 

Classroom Management: 

We will operate according to the highest expectations of both teacher and student. I will 

bring to the class the best preparation and work that I can produce and I expect the same 

of my students. Any student behavior, which detracts from the educational process, will 

be dealt with according to the guidelines of the Wilby High School discipline handbook.  

  

The following expectations will ensure that we maintain a healthy learning environment 

for everyone.  

 Respect your fellow students.  Do not talk when someone else has the floor.  

Feel free to courteously share your ideas with the class by raising your hand.  

We all learn from each other.  

 No question asked sincerely is ever a dumb question.  

 Have books, notebook, paper and pen available when the bell rings.  I will 

not tolerate stragglers.  Check the board for the day's activities and 

instructions.  
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 Upcoming quiz/test dates and assignment due dates are also posted on the 

board. Check it every day and note dates in your planner.  

 Bring supplies to class EVERY day.  Failure to comply will automatically 

reduce your participation grade by 5 points.  No exceptions! !  

 Written homework assignments are due at the beginning of the assigned 

class.  Written work assigned to be done in class is due when class ends (not 

the next day)!  

 The grade you EARN is the grade you will receive. You will have every 

opportunity to EARN your grade.  

 Please attend to personal needs-- restroom visits, locker visits, grooming and 

drinks of water --before coming to class. Remember each time you enter the 

room after the bell without an official Wilby High School pass, you are 

considered late. The result will be a whole point each time off of your grade.  

 No food, gum, beverages, walkmen / discmen, cell phones and or sunglasses 

or other distracting paraphernalia in class.  

 Dress code is in effect at all times.  Hoodies, tee shirts, denim clothing or 

jackets of any kind will not be permitted. Violation is viewed as 

insubordination and the action will be referred to the Vice Principal.  

 Social Studies class time is not available for homework completion or 

studying of other subjects.  Should I find you working on material for 

another class, I will collect it and dispose of it.   No exceptions! 

 I will not tolerate off color, lewd or insensitive remarks -- orally or in writing. 

Profanity in any work submitted will result in a zero on that assignment.  

Plagiarism  

Plagiarism, the use of another's ideas or words without properly crediting your 

source is unethical, academically dishonest, and illegal.  In many colleges, 

plagiarism can result in a student being expelled from school.  Be certain that you 

know what constitutes plagiarism.  It will not be tolerated in this class and will 

result in an automatic zero (0) on the applicable assignment.  Further consequences 

may include detentions and/or a referral. 

To clarify any confusion on plagiarism we will have a two-day plagiarism workshop 

in the computer lab in during the first quarter. 

In addition to a "zero tolerance" policy on plagiarism, I would like to make it clear 

that the following policies will prevail in our class: 

 Students are expected to do their own work for this particular class.   Any 

evidence of copied work or cheating in any way will result in a grade of zero 

(0) on the assignment, test or quiz for all parties involved.  (This includes 

reusing papers from previous years or other subjects)   

 It is impossible for the teacher to know the subject of a conversation which 

occurs during a quiz or test; therefore, any talking during a quiz or test, 
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whether related to subject matter or not, will result in a grade of zero (0) for 

all parties involved 

Extra Help:  This is a high-level course that demands a great deal of time and effort. If 

you find yourself having difficulty at anytime during the school year, please do not 

hesitate to contact me. Remember I have office hours Monday through Thursday from 

2:00 to 3:30pm. Best of luck! 

 

Grade Scale: 

 

Assessments 60% 

Classwork 20% 

Disposition Towards Learning 10% 

Homework 10% 

 

 

Please sign the following and return to class tomorrow. 

 

 

I ________________________________ have read the Wilby High School Student  
                    (student name) 

Handbook and Mr. Napoli’s Social Studies course guidelines and expectations. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________                         Date_________ 

(Student Signature) 

 

 

 

 

 

I _________________________________ have read the Wilby High School Student 

Handbook and Mr. Napoli’s course guidelines and expectations with my child. 

 

 

_____________________________________________                  Date__________ 

(Parent or Guardian’s Signature) 

 

 

Home Phone: __________________________________ 

 

Cell or Work Number: ___________________________ 

 

Best time to be reached: __________________________ 

 

Email (if available): ______________________________________________________ 
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World History Syllabus Topics Discussed 
(Topics and dates are subject to change)  

 
Marking Period 1 Marking Period 3 
W 1 Introduce Core Values and Beliefs 

 21st Century Learning Expectations 
 Academic Expectations: Effective 

Reader, Effective Writer, Effective 
Problem Solver, Self Directed Learner 

 Civic Expectations: Community 
Contributor  

 Social Expectations: Respectful Person, 
Collaborative and Cooperative Worker 

 Introduce Rubrics 

W 21-

24 
Absolutism  

 Spanish Power under King Phillip II 
 Weaknesses in the Spanish Empire 
 Religious and political conflict in France 
 Louis XIV’s policies 
 Causes and Effects of French Wars 

War 
 Thirty Years War 
 Growth of Central European Kingdoms 
 Ivan III   
 Differences between Russia and 

Western Europe 
 Peter the Great: reforms and impact on 

Russia 
 Conflicts between English rule and 

Parliament 
 Glorious Revolution 
 William and Mary 

W 2-3 The Peopling of the World 
 Human Origins 
 Achievements of the Paleolithic and 

Neolithic Age 
 Characteristics of a civilization 
 How to read a map: City of Ur 

(Mesopotamia) 

W 25-

27 
The French Revolution 

 Estates 
 Causes of revolution 
 Creation of the National Assembly 
 Storming of the Bastille 
 Importance of the Great Fear 
 Declaration of the Rights of Men 
 Factions of France 
 Reign of Terror and its outcome 
 How Napoleon Bonaparte came to 

power 
 Napoleon restores France 
 Weaknesses of Napoleon’s Empire 

(political and tactical mistakes) 
 Napoleon’s defeat 
  

W 4-5 Early River Valley Civilizations 
 Sumer: Map, Environment, 

Power/Authority, Science and 
technology 

 Egypt: Map, Environment, 
Power/Authority, Science and 
technology 

 Indus Valley: Map, Environment, 
Power/Authority, Science and 
technology 

 China: Map, Environment, 
Power/Authority, Science and 
technology 

W 28  Go over Essay Organizer 

 Discuss proper methods to writing a 

persuasive essay 

 Show examples of essays that are 

proficient/ not proficient so the students 

will understand the grading process 

 Distribute practice article  

 Discuss issue 

 Begin gaining supporting evidence from 

sample essays 

 Creating introduction 
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 Using evidence for body paragraph 

 Submit draft 

 Go over corrections 

 Submit final draft 

W 6-8 Classical Greece  
 Geography and climate 
 Rise and development of Mycenaean 

civilization 
 Myths 
 Greek Art 
 Peloponnesian War: Major conflicts. 

Outcome 
 Alexander the Great 

W 29-

30 
World War I 

 Causes 
 Important leaders and figures 
 Countries involved in the Triple Alliance 

and the Triple Entente  
 Military events on the western front 
 Progression of war on the eastern front 
 Wartime economies 
 Allies pushed to victory 
 Main points of the Treaty of Versailles 
 Big Four 
 Wilson’s Fourteen Points 
 League of Nations 
 Effects of World War I on western 

society 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W 9-

10 

 
 
 
 
 
Ancient Rome 

 Geography  
 Main institutions of Roman Republic 
 Punic Wars: cause and effect 

 Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire 
 Economy and government 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W 31-

34 

 
 
 
 
 
Revolution and Nationalism 

 Economic changes under Nicolas II 
 March Revolution 
 Bolshevick Revolution 
 Vladmir Lenin’s reforms 
 Joseph Stalin becomes dictator 
 Communist Party in China (Mao 

Zedong) 
 Mohandas Gandhi nonviolent tactics to 

free India 
 

    
Marking Period 2 Marking Period 4 
W 11-

12 
Government 

 Monarchy, democracy, direct 
democracy, aristocracy, oligarchy, 
absolute monarchy, dictatorship, 
totalitarianism 

 Compare and contrast various 
governments 

 Rules and Laws 
 Duties of officials 
 Structure 

 

W 31-

34 
World War II 
 

 Fascism 

 Benito Mussolini 

 Hitler and the Nazi’s gain control of 

Germany 

 British and French appeasement 

 American Isolationism 

 Germany and Soviets sign peace pact 

 Axis Powers and Allied Powers 

 Events leading to World War II 
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 Battle of Britain 

 United States aids Allies 

 Pearl Harbor 

 Holocaust 

 Victory for Allies 

W 13-

14 
Religion 

 Belief Systems: Buddhism Christianity, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Confucianism 

 Followers 
 Name of Deity 
 Founder 
 Holy Book 
 Leadership 
 Basic Beliefs 

W 35-

37 
Postwar World 
 

 United States –Soviet postwar split 

 United States containment of 

Communist expansion 

 Soviets dominate Eastern Europe 

 Cold War 

 

 

W 15-

18 

Renaissance and Reformation 
 Conditions that gave rise to the 

Renaissance 
 Values and Ideas during Renaissance 

Period 
 Artistic achievements 
 Literary works and techniques of writers 
 Origins of Northern Renaissance  
 Invention of the printing press speads 

Renaissance ideas 
 Causes of the Reformation  
 Martin Luther’s role in religious 

movement 
 Reforming the Catholic Church 
 Protestantism (John Calvin) 
 Henry VIII 

W 38 Classification and Review for Final 

W 19-

20 

Midterm Review & Midterms W 39-

40 

Final Exam Review, Final Exams 

 

 

 


